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Tove Uetters.......... detters of dove

Have you ever had to write a letter, or put down
something in print and do not know how to start, your
mind is blank. Everyone has this experience from time
to time... well; it was the same for me this time. There
are so many topics but which one to choose? As ever,
the Lord comes to our rescue and by providence |
heard and saw a lady proclaiming the Good News in an
innovative way using the ‘letter to the Romans’ as
base. It was so inspiring that it took me to re-read that
letter again, and reflect. It seemed like God’s letter to
me, to pass on with my own little reflections.

What is so inspiring is its simplicity — it is a blueprint
for positive Christian living, containing
the do’s and don’ts of trying to live a
holy and pure life. Its essential elements
are that we are gifted people, all part of
one body. We all can, and must
contribute, to the life of the community
and so be blessed. St. Paul itemises
certain attributes and encourages others
to live the Christian message.

It starts off by reminding us of God’s Mercy to us.
Jesus has risen and we are saved people so we have to
be full of gratitude and serve in a manner befitting
people who have received great gifts. With the coming
of the ‘Year of God’s Mercy’ (Dec. 8" it is doubly
important that we reflect on all aspects of this
incredible attribute of God. St. Paul reminds us that we
must not conform, behave like those who simply use
the practices of the world, but focus on the perfect way
to live.

Interestingly he picks out key areas; Speaking God’s
Message, Serving, Teaching, Encouraging, Sharing,
Working Hard, and Being Kind. Above all he stresses
that we have to be sincere and honest in the way we
perform these tasks.

“Love must be completely sincere. Hate what is evil,
hold on to what is good. Love onc another warmly as
Chyistian brothers and be cager to show pespect for
one another...” Romans 72 vs. 9-77

These enjoinders are not the usual do’s and don’ts of
morality but speak of attributes and gifts in the
community — not just what we should and should not
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do, but the often hidden things that make a parish or
community become whole and at one and bring

people together. In many ways they are higher gifts
that we should preserve and encourage, but somehow
they have been forgotten. They are essential to both
Evangelisation and Christian community development.

We are also reminded that we must not think of
ourselves as better than anyone else — or elevate our
importance, in other words to be truly humble but
honest, recognising the gifts that we have but not
raising ourselves above others, who have different
ones. This recognition leads to generosity
in appraising the gifts of others and leads
to a relaxed attitude in affirming others
and encouraging the gifts of all.
We are to remain joyful and cheerful in
all our service, filled with a desire to
‘ please the God who made us and died for
‘ us and will raise us up when out time
e comes to be with Him for all eternity.

Sharing our gifts is vital for if you think

of any task, if one bit is missing the task cannot be
completed. What good would a car be without an
engine or mechanic to install it? Or a house without a
roof? What good would a school be without the pupils,
or a hospital without its nurses? Each has to be an
integral part of the purpose for which it was made.
These gifts, graces that are listed are not given the
prominence that is required: If anything they can be
resented or minimised. Anyone who has had to give a
talk, homily, render a service, a collection will at some
point have experienced the resentment of others. This
should never be so, in a Christian atmosphere of love
and acceptance and a desire to serve the Lord and each
other. Indeed there is an indifference to the
development of these special graces. We are told by St.
Paul that we have to love and respect our fellow
Christians and be open to everyone.
We must share our goods with needy Christians and
have things in common. This seems a far cry,
sometimes, in our parish communities and society in
general. We must be prepared to open our homes and
hearts to others. We have to be generous and we must




also pray at all times. During this month we will also
receive the Holy Spirit in a special way at Pentecost.
He is the bearer of all Gifts of the Spirit, for which we
should pray.

But the bottom line of all this can be experienced
through being ‘lovers’. Our love has to be sincere-.
How do we know if our love is sincere? Well, in the
first instance by our openness to others and our
generosity and desire to meet the needs of others rather
than ourselves. But the critical test is whether we can
be so when we are rejected, devalued, ignored, abused
and thought little of. It is easy to be helpful to those
who are clearly both grateful and appreciative, but
much more difficult when others condemn us for our
positive actions. We have to bless those who persecute
us — as St. Paul affirms — Yes, bless them. Difficult,
surely yes, but that is the ultimate measure of the
sincerity of our love. The Blessings, the ‘Beatitudes’
tell us of the rewards that await people who do this and
they are ‘grand’. But let us not put them out of reach.
We are not perfect human beings but Jesus died for us,
while we were still sinners and Redeems us by His
Blood.

The list of gifts is in many ways ordinary, in many
situations they can be found, even around a table but
they have to be allowed to blossom and develop.
Joyful and peace-filled people, and those trying to do
good in all situations will be much blessed and bring
about the Kingdom of God.

God’s love letters to us, for Jesus teaches us Love in
the Gospels and through the Apostles, abound with
simple ways of becoming Christians. They are loving
letters to His Children — us — teaching us how to make
our love sincere.
Dare we send love letters back to Him?

Halina Holman

SPIRITUAL GIFTS

We ask the Lovd to do for all of us what he did for the
disciples who were afraid of joy: to open our minds: He
opened their minds to undevstand the Scriptuves; Let
hAim open our minds and help us understand that He is a
living reality, that He has a body, that He is with us
that he accompanies us and that He has won. We ask the
Lord for the grace to not be afraid of joy.”

Pope Francis, Rome 2015

Pope Francis and Spiritual Gifts

“A charism is more than a falent or pePsonal qualifq. Itis a
grace, a qu that Ged gives f|1r=ouql1 the Holq Spirij[. Not
because someone is better than the oﬂwrs, but rather so that he
pu’[s it at the service of others with the same qrafijfude and love
with which he lms Peceivecl it. ﬂ]eg enliven ancl enr’ich fhe Bodq
ol( Chr’isf. Fipsf received af one’s Eapfism, the seven qus ol[ the
Holq Spir’if are imclifiona”q relerred 1o as wistom,
undersfondinq, counsel, ](oviifucle, Lnowledqe, piej[q ancl ](ear’ of
the Lord. Amonq each of these qiﬁs are also char’isms,
described as the graces which the Spirii {Peelq bestows upon the
{aifh][ul ][DP fhe Ijene](if o][ ihe who]e communij[q, These qiﬁs, w|1i|e

qr’anj[ed fo indivicluols, are discover‘ed cmcl aclmowledqecl Wiﬂ’]iﬂ
the wider ecclesial communiiq. As a sign of God’s
super’alaundonjf love for his chilc]r’en, Hleq are rich and voried,
qei each is meant fo serve the huilclinq up of the Church as a
communion of faith and love. Diverse charisms and qus with
which ”’ue Faﬂ]ep l[i"s fhe Church are to grow in hormonq, in
{Cli”’l on(J in |'|is |0ve, as one l)orJq onlq, H’le Bodq 0]( Chr’isf,
wher’e we eoch neecl ﬂ]e OH’IQP, and wher’e every Peceived qiﬁ is
](u"q ver’i](ie(J when it is slmr’ed Wiﬂl (our’) l)r’oﬂler’s. H is in ﬂlis
way that the “Supemafuml Eeaufq and sfrenqﬂl of faith shines
{opfh, so that ioqefhep we may enfer the heart of the Gospel and
follow Jesus.

Let us ask the Lord to |19|p us recognize with qmj[ifucle this great
ou’[poupinq ol( spiPiJ[uol qus which enables the Church fo

persevere in l[aiih, fo grow in grace and fo be an ever more

credilale sign ond wilness ol( GocJ’s in{inife |ove. pome 2014

Prayer

You are at work in those who spread the gospel,
confirming the truth of their message; help us to
manifest your resurrection by our way of living. —

Lord, may your resurrection enrich us with your grace.
Divine Office

Papal Prayer for May
That Mary’s intercession may help Christians in
secularised cultures be ready to proclaim Jesus.

Feasts in May

Ascension Sunday, 177

Pentecost Sunday, 24

St. Joseph the Worker 1,

Our Lady of Fatima 13™

St. Matthias, Apostle 14™,

St. Philip Neri 26,

St. Augustine of Canterbury 277,

We are at present supporting five projects in areas
of depravation and/or persecution. We need your
help to continue funding these projects, especially
postage costs for goods sent.

Can you help in us in any other way and join the
team and be involved in Evangelisation?

Blessings and joy to all at Pentecost!
Please feel free to copy and distribute unaltered



